
  
ELA - Grade 7 

 
In compliance with the adoption of the Common Core Standards by New York State, the seventh 
grade language arts curriculum will be concentrated in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and 
listening, language. Students will be required to read a range of both fiction and nonfiction 
selections; as the year progresses there will be a progression of the complexity of these texts.  

It is the goal of the literature curriculum, that students will become proficient in the following 
skills:  

Reading Literature 
 
 Analyze a text: cite evidence which supports what the text says explicitly and make 

inferences drawn from the text 
 Summarize the text 
 Determine the theme of a piece of literature 
 Analyze how dialogue or events in a story advance the plot and reveal information about the 

characters 
 Recognize and analyze how differences in points of view of the characters and reader create 

effects such as suspense or humor. 
 Determine the meaning of words and phrases from context 
 Analyze the differences between the text and a filmed or live production of the story; 

evaluate choices made by director or actors 
 Analyze how modern fiction draws on themes, events, characters from traditional sources 

such as, myths and religious stories 

 
Reading for Information 
 

 Use textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly along with 

making inferences which are drawn from and supported by the text. 

 Summarize the text and determine the central idea. 

 Recognize the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas which are presented in 

the text. 

 Compare/contrast a text to portrayal of the same subject through various mediums (audio, 

video). 

 
Writing 
 

 Write arguments to support ideas/claims with evidence and clarity. 

 Write informative/explanatory texts 

 Develop topic with facts, concrete details, quotes, details 

 Organize information and maintain a formal style which will communicate information to 

the reader in a coherent manner. 

 Use language specific to the topic 

 Write narratives – descriptive details, event sequences, dialogue 

 Use technology to publish writing; cite sources 

 Research a topic, draw on several sources (print and digital) 

 
 



Speaking and Listening 

 Participate in discussions with teachers and peers 

 Pose questions to others’ ideas, opinions, comments 

 Determine the speaker’s point of view, basis for argument 

 
Language 

 Use the conventions of grammar when writing or speaking (punctuation, spelling) 

 Determine the meaning of unknown words through context clues, prefixes, suffixes 

 Understand figurative language 

 Recognize the connotation of words and how it affects the context 

 Acquire and use grade level academic vocabulary and words/phrases specific to a topic or 

area of study. 

 
The following resources will be used throughout the year: 

Vocabulary Workshop level B 

New York Progress – English Language Arts 

Grammar and Language Workbook 

Internet Resources  

Literature Text-Pearson/Prentice Hall 

Novels-The Outsiders/A Long Walk to Water/The Time Machine 

 

Class Participation: All students are expected to participate in class discussions. Students who 

participate in class enter a new world by expressing thoughts and ideas and by encouraging others 

to partake in the sharing of views about a selection of literature of nonfiction.  

 

Teacher Availability: We are available to discuss any matters of concern. Please send in a note 

or e-mail.  

 

Preparedness: Please encourage your child to come to class with the needed supplies: pens, 

books/notebook and assignments. 

 

Trimester Grades: See Grading and Assessment for Grade 7 

 
If students have difficulty with the material being covered, they may ask for extra help. Students are 
responsible for handing in all assignments on time. If an assignment is late, a student will be given a one-
day grace period to produce the missing work; however it is the student's responsibility to make certain 
the late work is handed to us. Points will be deducted from work handed in late. Late work will not be 
accepted during the week prior to the distribution report cards. If work is late as a result of an extended 
absence due to sickness, we will work with each student on an individual basis in setting up a timetable 
for him/her to catch up with the class. 

 
We are looking forward to the school year and to becoming acquainted with each of your children! 
 

Thank you, 
Mrs. Agro Muratore and Mrs. Lawniczak 


